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My 2008 MTBO Dream Team.  
with Cuthbert Quartz. (Number Uno MTBO journalist)
 
This is the highlight of your sporting year without doubt, it’s the only chance most of you have of winning something.  So again it is my pleasure, being Number Uno MTBO journalist to give you my un-biased views on the athletes on offer.  Some of my comments are based on rumors I know, but there is no smoke without fire, remember that!  

New for this year is my insight into one of the mysteries of the human body, The 'O' Gland. Scientists believe a nice healthy gland is very important for an Orienteer to succeed. More of this in another article, another day.
Austria. Breaking News. They are stopping at the Burj Al Arab hotel in Dubai and flying in for the races by private jet.  No Polish hotel is good enough for this towel stealing team.  Tobias Breitschädel (The Vienna Sausage) is looking good and is very consistent.  Top Tip.
Australia. If AJ does't win something I'll eat my hat.  Although he has been known to suffer with a dormant 'O' Gland.  Oooooo?  Best 10m you can spend.
Czech Rep. Hopeless travellers. Especially if crossing time zones. Causes the men to get their morning stiffy at the breakfast table. Renata Paulickova might do well if she avoids destroying her bike.
Denmark. Very large and juicy O glands, all you girls will be glad to know. So anyone of them is a good purchase. They have been forced to include an 'Ugly Bastard' in the team this year by the European Board of Ugly Persons Rights. 
Estonia. Czech girl stalkers and nice fingernails. But you would be a fool to not consider these pizza loving riders.  Outside chance of relay win?  Lauri Malsroos for me. 

Finland. Eternally very good but are they getting a bit saggy in the arse?  We will see but I think Mika Tervala will struggle to get a gold this year. We look forward to see his haircut. Buy a nice lady instead.
France.  Jeremie Non?  Mathieu Barthelemy destroys all the bikes he rides, maybe 5KG bikes aren’t such a good idea?  I think a slight down turn for the French this year. Sebastian Rora, if you like them young and spunky.
Germany. Mensch!  Somebody dropped a silent but deadly fart in the team meeting last year and they haven't spoken to each other since.  Not good for team moral, Choose youth. Or maybe not.
Great Britain. No men? They are protesting at the treatment of the Teletubbies by the Polish TV bosses.  It was banned due to one of the little fellows being "A bit gay" The GBR men ride like La-Las so they will not be missed.  Choose one of the ladies for a good low score.
Hungary.  More concerned with how their arses look in cycling shorts than racing but the men seem to be absolute fanny magnets. What is their secret I wonder?  There is a couple of bargains to be had though.  Daniel Marosffy is worth a bash.
Israel. Gal Cohn has nice smoooooth legs but that doesn’t seem to equate to anything outside of Isreal.  Buy him next year instead.

Italy. Wore very nice dresses at the Banquet last year.  Laura Scaravonati can change a tyre in 4 minutes according to  the video on You Tube.  If she can cook also she is a dream woman.  Buy, buy. Forget the men.
Japan. Best bikes. If any of the team have less than Shimano XTR everything on their bikes they have to commit Hara-Kiri. With a carbon fibre seat post of course.  
Latvia. Meanest ugliest looking team by at least 5km (straight line) Apart from Ugis. Looks can be deceiving but I will judge this book by its cover and stick with Ugis as he is the only one coming.
Lithuania. No information on team at the time of writing, so no comment.  Possibly saving all their juices for the EOC. 
New Zealand. A bit like Australia but not as good. (That was a joke) The ladies are the stars in this team, but can Marquita Gelderman become Marquita Golden-woman?  Probably not but it was an easy comment to make.

Poland. Karol Myszkowski looks old enough to be his own Father.  But you have to fancy him. Or one of the young, fresh buttocked Polish riders to do well in their home forests.  Anna Kaminska seems a nice home girl? Yes, Choose Anna.
Portugal.  Good organisers but that doesn’t seem to equate to good results. Daniel Marques is the one to watch. And some of the others have nice coloured skin. 
Russia.  Maxim has the best name, Ruslan Gritsan and his trainer will probably target and win the long again.  But I will go for Anton Foliforof because he looks a bit like AJ.
Slovakia. Always travel with all the food they need for the whole week in their suitcases.  Strange! But you still might like to spend some of your wad (of money) on one of the Slovakian ladies?  Yes please!
Spain.  It looks like they are not going to try the ‘Twin-brother-swap-halfway’ maneuvre this year. There might be a good buy in the team or it might be goodbye to your money. It’s your choice.
Switzerland. Christine Schaffner was arrested in Warsaw 2006 for eating chocolate in the hotel room.  NO!  Yes.  Remy Jabas is back though so I fancy a bit of him. He’s known as Pea-Pea to his friends.
Ukrainia. Unknown in the world of MTBO?  No, Anna Teleakevych has won a WRE this year, but no relay team lowers her chances of big points.  The Dream Team Valuer has priced the whole team high so possibly can do well.

Brazil.

Croatia.

Slovenia.  Three teams only sending 1 person. Good luck to them and may their Orienteering glands be fertile.


